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How news media frames influence citizens' opinion formation

n Many news media studies use experimental designs to see whether citizens' opinions are influenced by different
news content.
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a For example, in one study, researchers created newspaper stories to frame the death penalty in different ways
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el One story constructed the death penalty as an affront to moral values (the morality frame), whereas another story
emphasized that the policy was fundamentally flawed because innocent people might be executed (the innocence

frame).
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n Some subjects read the story with the morality frame, and others read the one with the innocence frame.

Some subjects read the story with the morality frame and others  read
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Subjects then completed a questionnaire that asked them to list the important factors they considered when
determining their opinion on the death penalty.

Subjects then completed a questionnaire that asked them to list they considered when determining
the important factors their opinion on the death penalty
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a It was found that subjects exposed to the innocence frame were more likely to mention
innocence-related considerations as important factors in determining their attitudes toward the

death penalty than subjects presented with the morality frame.
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Thus, the news frames shaped the ingredients of the subjects' death penalty attitudes
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